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EDITORS BITS – Stu Bullock - 07711898178 
 
The very latest news concerns the ever-
changing Government guidance about 
protecting ourselves as a Nation during this 
recent Coronavirus Pandemic. 
 
A decision has been taken to cancel all 
Club events, initially up to June. The 
reasons are that the Committee wants to do 
the right and responsible thing, in order to 
follow the very latest guidance. 
 
As time progresses, that guidance may 
change and so the decision will be under 
constant review. One thing we can do, is to 
look at the diary dates for June onwards 
and see if you can fill in any of the empty 
dates, in case Govt guidance changes. 
 
In the meantime, please stay safe and 
healthy. 
 
Just to prove how useful it is to read TREADS; 
I have bought another bike. Note, another! 
 
Back in August 2019, our very own Jim wrote a 
piece about a 1976 Yamaha RD350. At that 
time, I was pondering on what to do about my 
K1300S (Keep or not?) and Jim lit a little spark 
in me that grew over the remainder of the 
summer, whilst I did my research. 
 
Currently, classic cars are attracting huge bids 
in auctions around the world and as a result, 
motorcycles are now being included as a 
means of investing money. The terms ‘modern 
classic’ and ‘retro’ are to be seen bandied 
around in motorcycle related mags, as well as 
classic vehicle mags. The idea of a basic, 
powerful, unfaired bike appealed to me as an 
addition to my two-wheeler ‘fleet’. 
 

I started a search for a well-used but also well-
loved machine, from about 2000 to 2007 and 
after a while, a Honda CB1300 came up. 
Locally’ish owned, loads of service records, 
new clutch, tyres and other bits and bobs. The 
bike was residing at Yeovil, so on a sunny but 
frosty Saturday morning, myself and Mrs B 
took a trip out there.  
 
First looks were great, well kept and 
maintained. A test ride was huuuge fun. In fact, 
I had to lose the massive smile, before I met 
the salesman to knock out a deal. The result is 
that I now own said machine. A monster 
engine, direct from Honda race engineers, 
good handling, Ohlins suspension and able to 
carry two people easily. 
 
For practicality, it now has a small screen, 
centre stand and a rack so that I can use my 
Givi topboxes. I hope to give it several 
workouts in summer, so keep your eyes 
peeled. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHAT FROM THE CHAIRMAN – Simon 
Gough 
 
I would like to welcome two new members to 
the Club this month.  
 

The MARCH 2020 Newsletter of AAMC 

 



 

Newsletter of Avon Advanced Motorcycle Club.  Page 2 

Colin Lawton lives in Yate and rides a Yamaha 
XVZ Royal Star Venture. 
 
Malcolm Elmer lives in Worle and rides a 
Triumph Bonneville America and a BMW 
G310GS.  
 
We hope you get the maximum benefit from 
your Club membership and look forward to 
seeing you at an event or on a ride very soon. 
 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
 
Ridesmart@Castle Combe 16th June 2020 
 
Dear All, 
I am pleased to report that, unless 
circumstances decree otherwise, following a 
meeting with the circuit management the 
intention is to proceed with this machine 
handling skills day. Circumstances of course 
include a government directive to cancel such 
events. 
1. This pandemic is likely to touch us all one 
way or another. 
2. If there is a government directive (see 
above) then all money will be returned to 
delegates.  
    Individual cases of hardship will be treated 
sympathetically 
3.June is someway off and our routines may be 
more settled by then.   
4. People may have had to cancel all sorts of 
engagements and pleasures, others may 
simply be stir crazy, so it feels right not to fold 
at this stage. 
4.Whilst the varied content of the day will 
remain unchanged its delivery may be 
different, including briefings outside enclosed 
rooms and buildings and people standing 
about in helmets with visors down! 
 
 I currently have 35 registered as interested, 26 
of whom have paid their £20 deposit (1 the 
whole £135). Of these there will inevitably be 
upwards and downward movements but I 
haven't started to open other doors (such as 
bike dealers yet) so I reckon depending on the 
wider Corona implications we should be there 
or there abouts.  
  

I am advising delegates that in terms of 
organisation/Group policy, IAM and WaBAM 
have to distance themselves from the event but 
as you will see in practical terms the impact is 
minimal. 
 
May I thank everyone for their commitment and 
Castle Combe management for generously 
supporting the continuation of the booking.  As 
I wrote earlier, flaming June will be living up to 
its name in 2020 and Corona will revert to 
being a fizzy drink. That's my 2020 vision! 
  
Best wishes and stay cheerful, Eddy 
 
THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 

Uneasy lies the head that wears a crown. 
William Shakespeare, Henry V, part 2. 

VIEW FROM THE SADDLE 1 – Helen 
 

 
What’s special about 8th March? 
On this date in 1817 the New York stock 
Exchange was founded and in 1844 King 
Oscar 1 ascended the thrones of Sweden and 
Norway.   
 
It also happens to be the 67th day of the year 
(68th this year) and 298 days to the end of the 
year!   
 
Kenneth Grahame was born on this day in 
1859, famous for ‘The Wind in the Willows’ and 
on the same date in 2007 John Inman died (I’m 
free!!).  
 
I could go on and as fascinating as all these 
facts are, the most special thing about 8th 
March is that it signals the date for the first ride 
for AAMC and heralds the start of this year’s 
season of rides – Hurrah!     
 
After the atrocious weather that has been 
hurled at the shores of Great Britain in the 
names of Keira, Dennis and Jorge over the last 
3 weekends at least, it was anyone’s guess as 
to what the day would hold in store for those 
intrepid souls ready to risk it.  There were a fair 
few who arrived at Aust Services for Simon’s 
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rendezvous determined to shake off the winter 
cobwebs and brave the first sunshine.   
 
Simon took us over into Wales and whilst we 
saw several heavy black clouds and 
threatening skies throughout the day, we 
managed to skirt most of them and escaped 
getting a soaking.  My trousers looked like I 
had been through several farmyards by the 
end of the day, but nothing a hose down 
wouldn’t sort out! (for the trousers that is!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The area that we travelled had borne the brunt 
of some of the terrible weather over the past 
weeks and I don’t think I have ever seen the 
River Usk so high and in such ferment and with 
some uprooted trees in the middle of it which 
showed the force of the water and the high 
winds.  Most of the low-lying fields were under 
water and several seemed to have turned into 
large lakes.  The roads were not in much better 
shape in places with huge potholes to 
negotiate as well as large puddles, one of 
which was enough to drench Simon as he rode 
through!  
 
The force of nature can be severe, those who 
have been affected by the storms would bear 
testament to that, and yet our weather can 
produce such beauty too – as we rode through 
Gilwern in the morning the sun came out and a 
rainbow appeared over the valley.  It looked 
stunning against the backdrop of the stormy 
sky.  Glancing across to the mountains in the 
distance I could see that they had a dusting of 
snow on the tops – an amazing array of 
scenery!  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I feel very privileged to be able to look at all 
this magnificent scenery riding pillion and 
whilst the ride was probably longer than 
originally intended due to various bridge and 
road closures it gave me more chances to 
admire the views.  I think we were very lucky to 
enjoy a fabulous day’s riding in the relatively 
dry and hopefully it will provide a great start to 
a marvelous season of rides for the club – 
here’s to the next one!   
 
(Check out Diary Page 2020, below. Ed). 
 
UNDERSTANDING ROADCRAFT and other 
unlikely stories - Stu Bullock 

Having taken those riders who are interested 
on a journey of discovery, or confirmation, 
over recent editions, it is time to tackle those 
who teach such skills, the trainers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
TOPTIPS – Training the Trainer  
 
The hard facts are that, just because a person 
can carry out a particular skill to a high 
standard, to think they can also teach that skill 

 
          Training in Turkey – tough job! 

 

 
   Hose A. Or, is that Mark in 

disguise? 
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to others, is not always true. Certainly not 
without an understanding of the principles of 
teaching. 
 
You will need to understand people, how they 
learn and how they can adapt their theoretical 
knowledge as their practise leads to a better 
application of the necessary skills. 
 
There is plenty of information about learning 
styles and about courses to get you to the first 
level of understanding. If you can understand 
the 4 recognised learning styles, you will 
understand your own learning style. Essential 
because you will try to teach in that same style, 
meaning only one type of learning style will 
benefit effectively from your teaching. Ow! 
 
Of course, that is just the beginning, because 
you will need to have a full and complete 
knowledge of what Roadcraft and The Highway 
Code say, along with an understanding of how 
to interpret that knowledge into a riding style. 
Practise, practise, practise will develop your 
riding. The three P’s will also develop your 
teaching methodology and style, but you need 
to have a goodly supply of ‘students’ prepared 
to share your practise sessions.  
 
You might guess that doing this stuff yourself 
would be difficult. Getting signed up with 
AAMC with the skills courses will help. Looking 
online for material that will help your 
understanding, will also help. The following are 
well worth a look for free information: 
 
https://www.cityandguilds.com/ 
 
https://www.businessballs.com/self-
awareness/experiential-learning/ 
 
RoSPA provide their Motorcycle Diploma 
Course, in advanced instruction. The full 
course of five days is a big ask unless you are 
experienced. Having said that, during my 
tenure, about 50% of delegates were from 
groups. The other 50% were commercial 
trainers and their advantage is the sheer 
numbers of students trained. More info can be 
found at: 
https://www.roadar.org.uk/riders/diploma.htm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you can teach, there are various advantages. 
First is that your own riding will improve, simply 
because of your increased understanding at 
dealing with and reducing risk. Also, your 
knowledge will be challenged on a regular 
basis. How is that an advantage? Well, you will 
be forced to read Roadcraft and The Highway 
Code often, in order to remain current. Then of 
course, your views may subtly change as you 
develop your teacher skills. 
 
Have no doubt though, the greatest advantage 
is in knowing you have shown riders along the 
path that will encourage them to recognise, 
prioritize and reduce risk. THAT is priceless. 
 
Of course, you have to do it right, keep doing it 
right, even when you are cold, wet, tired, fed 
up. Oh yes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Most riders will be grateful to you. However, 
you will meet, The Gunslinger - Only there to 
shoot you down. The Dreamer - Their 
perceived skill is just that, a dream. The Racer 
– They need to be faster than everyone before 
anything else. The Leatherarse – Want to ride 
across country and think nothing of 10 hours 

 
Stu, ‘leathered up’ with the Haslam’s and 

other MAC colleagues’ at Beaulieu Festival 

of Speed. 

 
       Training for MP's at Westminster. 

 

https://www.cityandguilds.com/
https://www.businessballs.com/self-awareness/experiential-learning/
https://www.businessballs.com/self-awareness/experiential-learning/
https://www.roadar.org.uk/riders/diploma.htm


 

Newsletter of Avon Advanced Motorcycle Club.  Page 5 

straight riding. They can’t understand why a 
training ride means stopping frequently to 
discuss and assess.  
 
That is another education the trainer will get, 
whether you want it or not. 
 
Let’s just touch on the grisly bit. At some stage, 
you may witness close up an accident involving 
your student. You may be in a position where 
you have to relate the incident to other 
authorities and maybe even attend a court of 
one kind or another. Just let that thought waft 
thought your consciousness before making a 
decision to become a trainer, because it is the 
main reason to do the job accurately, all of the 
time. 
 
From my following position over 40 odd years, 
I’ve witnessed several tyres beginning to 
deflate: One guy went straight on when the 
road went left. (He survived): Two guys 
(separately) turned up for their training session 
drunk, one barely able to stand: One guy tried 
to leave a petrol station cafe without paying: I 
think the outstanding rider was the guy who 
entered a blind acute left hander, approaching 
Lynton, braking so hard his rear wheel was off 
the ground. Don’t ask me how, but he got 
around upright. Albeit from facial expressions, 
he scared the crap out of a car load of tourists 
coming the other way. (Tourists on my training 
route? Get all they deserve). Anyway, a quick 
rub down with an old MCN and he was fine. 
 
On the plus side, I have always found humour, 
great characters, seeing skills develop and of 
course, hooning around our wonderful 
countryside on a bike, if not abroad as well. 
 
If you feel up for it, give it a go. What on earth 
could go wrong? 
 
CLUB RIDE REPORT – Simon Gough – 
Sunday 8 March 2020. 
 
Fifteen of us met in the car park outside the 
Costa at Severn View Services for the first ride 
of 2020.  The forecast was for heavy showers 
during the day with sunny spells between, but I 
have to admit to being a bit concerned as we 

were heading into Wales where it’s usually 
wetter.  The first obstacle to overcome was the 
Severn Bridge being closed for the weekend.  
That really was a pain in the whatsit as it’s 
such a long way around, but no choice really.  
 
Anyway, we were soon back riding through 
Usk and Gilwern, then deviating from our usual 
route we headed to Brecon via the back road 
through Talybont-on-Usk.  With all the rain and 
storms over the previous few weeks some of 
the roads were in a poor condition and there 
was a lot of standing water in a few places, but 
the sun shone and we arrived at the 
International Welsh Rarebit Centre at 
Defynnog (near Sennybridge) shortly after 12 
noon.  It’s a nice location with a range of light 
lunches and snacks and very helpful staff. 
 
 As it was such a nice sunny day and we were 
making good time, we decided to extend the 
ride up through to Builth Wells and add an 
afternoon tea stop at the Honey Café. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We encountered a short shower just outside 
Upper Chapel but that blew away really quickly 
and the sun came out again for the rest of the 
day.  The Honey Café was surprisingly quiet so 
we felt we had to help them out by ordering tea 
and cake.  It would have been rude not to. 
  
The A479 over the hill from Talgarth was 
closed for some reason so I diverted down past 
Llangorse Lake and onto the A40 at Bwlch.  
Once back past Abergavenny it was the old 
A40 to Raglan and Monmouth, then finally 

 

 
Group outside Welsh Rarebit Centre, courtesy of 

Mark. 
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down the Wye Valley to finish in Chepstow, still 
dry. 
  
Thanks very much to everyone who came out, 
including new member Kat and prospective 
member Richard.  Next ride is Jim’s on 
29th from Severn View.  See you there. 
 
LEGAL QUESTIONS – Andrew Dalton: 
Disclaimer: The legal advice and statements 
contained within this/these article(s) is correct 
at the time of printing. Andrew Dalton is a trial 
lawyer, with White Dalton Motorcycle Solicitors. 
 
Q1.  Is a pint one to many for riders? 

There is something especially pleasant about a 
warm summer day, a beer garden and a ride. 

Especially when Kevlar jeans and a light, 
armoured, jacket mean you don’t have to walk 
into the pub looking like a Power Ranger. And 
of course, you are safe on one pint. Or are 
you? In all probability if you are an average 

sized healthy male, one pint of ordinary 
strength beer will not tip you over the English 
and the Welsh drink drive limit. So, you are 
legal, in Scotland which has a lower level of 
50mg of alcohol/100ml of blood, as opposed to 
the more generous English and Welsh 80mg of 
alcohol/100ml of blood, the one-pint marker 
may be lower. Interestingly a correlation 
between the Scots drink drive level going down 
and a reduction in road traffic casualties has 
not manifested itself. 

If you have a collision and are over the drink 
drive limit you have an uphill struggle. 
However, there is a real grey area if you’ve 
been drinking and are not over the limit, say 35 
or 40 mg/100ml. Yes, you are officially legal 
but there are pertinent arguments that apply in 
this situation. The first is that ‘Parliament has 
decreed the safe level; I am under the safe 
level and therefore I am safe’. Yet where 
alcohol is a factor the expert evidence and the 
science is clear in that very low blood alcohol 
concentrations have been shown to 
significantly reduce driving abilities and 
behaviours.  

 

 

 

 

Studies have shown levels one quarter of the 
English drink drive level reduce visual 
processing and complex multitasking, which 
makes this issue applicable to riding and 
driving. At the Scottish blood alcohol level of 
50mg/100ml the impact is serious on visual 
perception, reaction and thinking time. 

So, for us, as vulnerable road users who need 
to ride, process and react at the top of our 
game I think it is wise to stay on the soft drinks 
in the beer garden. In cases that I have 
brought against drivers with blood alcohol 
readings under the limit I have brought up the 
science, but it has usually been a touch over 
the top as the cases have concluded on 
ordinary negligence grounds because a raised 
blood alcohol level usually goes with some 
pretty poor quality driving. 

More commonly I have had to deal with people 
who have had small amounts of alcohol, not 
read their patient information sheets for their 
prescription or non-prescription drugs, and 
released a pharmacological witch’s brew into 
their bloodstream. 

I cannot recommend highly enough reading 
your drug information sheet on any drugs you 
are prescribed or buy. Drugs for chronic pain 
can mix horribly and unpredictably with alcohol 
and people who are on pain relief for many 
years get ‘used’ to very powerful opiate type 
drugs which react wholly unpredictably with 
alcohol, when driving. 

Andrew Dalton 

Bike Magazine August 2019 

 

 

https://www.bikemagazine.co.uk/
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Q2 When two tribes go to war. 

While it might be a good idea to be as visible 
as you can on a motorcycle there is much to be 
said for riding discreetly. 

I have lost count of how often witnesses in the 
immediate aftermath of a collision, 
notwithstanding a seriously injured motorcyclist 
lying on the road, instantly side with the car 
driver who pulled out on, or U-turned into the 
rider’s path. 

Why? Fear of the other, driver identity and 
cognitive expectation. You, if honest, would 
tend to side with the rider. Your tribe. You as a 
motorcyclist in your weird clothes and 
spaceman helmet are the ‘other’ and drivers 
coalesce around their tribe as you do. 

So, what can you do to reduce the chance of 
the school run mum or white van man telling 
anyone who will listen, ‘the bike roared past me 
at Mach 3 and I said “he will kill himself” to my 
passenger’? 

It is worth knowing what is meant by ‘othering’ 
because we all do it and it is hard wired into us. 
In its psychological or sociological context, we 
mean any action by which an individual or 
group becomes mentally classified in 
somebody’s mind ‘as not one of us’. You 
cannot control what others think but you can 
help by interacting with car drivers and 
humanising yourself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A wave or a thumb’s up when a driver lets you 
past turns the, ‘he shot past me like (speedy 
simile of choice)’ to ‘he overtook me and 
politely acknowledged me’. Also, while 
photochromic or black visors are illegal, they 
are unpoliced, but they also dehumanise. 
Humans look to faces, and if the face is a 
mirrored sheet of black plastic you are 
dehumanised. 

I found this out very quickly when I went green 
lane’ing with my face completely obscured by 
dark goggles. People could not see my smiles 
as they leashed their dogs or moved to one 
side. All they got was an impersonalised nod. 
The interactions with me in an MX helmet and 
safety specs were a lot more human. 

So, there is much to be said for being a friendly 
biker, and being unobtrusive and grey. Loud 
pipes may indeed save lives, but I have lost 
count of the amount of times I have cross 
examined witnesses who infer great speed 
from a loud pipe but who only saw the 
aftermath of a crash, and therefore could never 
have seen the ‘speeding motorcycle’. 

Human memory is fallible, impressionist, 
prejudiced and tribal. So, by all means ride 
dressed like an extra from Mad Max. Look like 
a racer. Or be loud. But as you are perceived 
so shall witnesses testify. If you look scary and 
threatening, if you sit on a driver’s rear quarter 
with your race pipe barely controlling your 
multiple horsepower’s, and you then end up 
spinning across the tarmac you have to accept 
that the natural reaction of car driver witnesses 
is to ‘other’ you. They will support their tribe, 
even if you have done absolutely nothing 
wrong. Such is the human state within which 
we operate. 

Andrew Dalton 

Bike Magazine July 2019 

NB: The law changes all the time, so while the 
answer was correct at the time of writing [Bike 
Magazine June 2019], things may have moved 
on – so check before making any decisions! 

 
Hello Gran. Been  

shopping? 

 

https://www.bikemagazine.co.uk/
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THE ART OF THE MOTORCYCLE - Ultan 
Guilfoyle.  Assistant Curator, Solomon R 
Guggenheim Museum, New York. 
 
(The Art of the Motorcycle was an exhibition 
that presented 114 motorcycles chosen for 
their historic importance or design excellence 
in a display designed by Frank Gehry in the 
curved rotunda of the Frank Lloyd Wright-
designed Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum in 
New York City, running for three months in late 
1998. My question is whether a motorcycle can 
also be considered as a piece of art? Ed). 
 

One hundred and thirty years ago neither the 
bicycle nor the engine existed in the forms we 
are familiar with. In 1868 Louis Perreaux 
patented a design for a steam engine installed 
in the first commercially successful pedal 
bicycle; by 1894, the Hildebrand brothers and 
Alois Wolfmüller had patented a water-cooled, 
two-cylinder gasoline engine in a bicycle type 
frame, the first commercially produced 
motorcycle with an internal combustion engine. 
 
The Art of the Motorcycle not only spans the 
century of motorcycle production that evolved 
from this moment, but the technological 
progress and cultural, sociological and 
economic factors that define and characterize 
the twentieth century. To extract a narrative 
from the array of functions and dictates that 
motorcycles represent, the choices were 
refined to a group of singularly twentieth 
century defining elements, aesthetics, 
technological innovation, design excellence, 
and social impact.  
 
All of the motorcycles in the exhibition are a 
product of more than one of these criteria, 
some, like the BMW R32 or the Honda Super 
Cub, are a harmonious combination of all 
three. 
 
One of the most significant steps forward in 
engine technology, as well as an example of 
the design aesthetic of its era, is the BMW 
R32. To look at this brilliant little design, the 
work of aeronautical designer, Max Friz, is to 
see the groundwork for the success of BMW 
motorcycles for the rest of this century.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Subtlety is not the Indian Chief’s most obvious 
suit. Big, brash and showy, it was the epitome 
of American motorcycling ideal. Although first 
designed in the 1920s, the Indian Chief came 
into its own in 1940 with the addition of its 
trademark fenders, deep and curvaceous.  The 
Indian Chief was one of the original luxury 
liners of American motorcycling and it 
established a cruiser aesthetic which is still 
being followed today, principally by its former 
arch-rival, Harley-Davidson. 
 
“You meet the nicest people on a Honda.” This 
was the iconic slogan which completely broke 
the mould of motorcycle marketing in the early 
1960s and, just as deftly, broke Honda into the 
enormous American market. Things were 
never quite the same after that. But it was not 
an enormous muscle bike that spearheaded 
Honda’s push into the West, but a diminutive, 
step-through 50cc motorcycle with an 
automatic clutch and cute red and cream 
styling. The Honda C100 Super Cub, to give it 
its full title, was founder Soichiro Honda’s 
brilliant little Trojan horse and paved the way 
for a complete revolution in motorcycle sales in 
the ensuing years.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is ironic that Honda’s success spelt doom for 
the British motorcycle industry, which was too 
slow to react to the new Japanese standards of 
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production, design and marketing. Among the 
best bikes from that hallowed tradition was the 
Triumph Bonneville, named after the salt flats 
in Utah where countless speed records have 
been set and challenged. This was deliberate 
on the part of Triumph. They wanted to give 
their quintessentially British bike an American 
twang, and the Bonneville hit the spot perfectly.  
 
The bikes were the love of a generation of 
American bikers and the Triumph name was 
canonized in films like The Wild One and The 
Great Escape.  
The curse of the Triumph, an otherwise lovely, 
light and very quick design from Edward Turner 
was vibration. The rattling was actually 
considered to be part of the charm until Honda 
came along with the turbine-smooth, four-
cylinder CB750. Honda’s success was 
Triumph’s death-knell, and its end came fairly 
quickly. Today, the Triumph name has been 
revived, but the mystique of old is still 
exemplified in the Bonneville. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Until the mid ’60s, the sport of trials, was 
dominated by large, British four-stroke 
machines: Ariel, Matchless and Norton. 
Sammy Miller, the greatest all-round rider of 
his day, decided that these bikes were far too 
heavy to have a future, and he worked with 
Spanish designer Francisco (Paco) Bultó to 
produce the first Bultaco Sherpa for the trials 
season in 1965. This bike not only 
revolutionised trials competition in Britain, it 
became the most successful trials design of all 
time and opened up the sport throughout 
Europe and the United States. 
 
The Britten V-1000 is packed with mystique, 
partly due to the tragic early death of its 
engineer/designer. New Zealander John Britten 
was the maverick genius of modern motorcycle 
design. Beginning in the late 80s and 

continuing until his death from cancer in 1995, 
Britten stood the world of racing motorcycle 
design on its head with his radical and 
successful racing motorcycle. 
 
All this engineering wizardry might have ended 
up looking like a techno-geek’s nightmare. With 
its almost organic, coiled-spring compactness, 
Britten’s genius was as much to turn his dream 
into a thing of beauty as to have it win races. It 
succeeded on both counts and remains 
perhaps the most influential racing motorcycle 
of the ’90s. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
AAMC CLUB EVENTS – Please note - Club 
events are listed first. Please contact Helen 

 to fill in any empty dates with 
Club events, 07885 
 
Other non-club information that may be of 
interest to you are listed separately and in 
blue print.   
 
Events can change with little notice. 
PLEASE check website and/or with ride 
leader if in doubt. 
 

         EVENTS DIARY 

 2020 

 
                      Britten V-1000 
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A DECISION HAS BEEN MADE TO CANCEL 
CLUB EVENTS UP TO JUNE 2020, OWING 
TO THE CURRENT GOVERNMENT 
GUIDANCE CONCERNING THE 
CORONAVIRUS SITUATION.  
 
THE DECISION WILL BE UNDER 
CONSTANT REVIEW, SO PLEASE TAKE 
THIS INTO ACCOUNT WHEN BOOKING 
HOTELS. 
 
MARCH 2020 
 
APRIL 2020 
 
MAY 
 
JUNE 2020 
 
Friday 5 to Monday 8 June  
AAMC CLUB WEEKEND BASH.  
Stu Bullock – 07711898178. 
Hotel: Premier Inn, Rhuddlan, North Wales,  
LL18 5UA.  
 
Please book your hotel and let Stu know you 
are attending at bullock.stu@gmail.com with 
your email and mobile details. Further details 
will be provided nearer the event. 
 
Sunday 14, Club Ride – Mark  – 
07974  
09:15am meet at F  

, , for 09:30am 
start. 
 
Tuesday 16, Club Invitation, Eddy 

 – 07779 . 
The day is all about machine control and how this 

can save lives, enhance road safety and add to 

rider enjoyment. It’s NOT a normal track or race 

practice day, but about the physics of how our 

bikes work and how we as riders can influence 

outcomes. Instruction comes from Castle Combe’s 

dedicated team. Cost £135. Can I please ask you to 

let me know your interest as soon as possible? 

Sunday 21, Club Ride - Nigel Dean – 07736 

275406.  

09:15am meet at Cross Hands Hotel, Old 

Sodbury, BS37 6RJ, for 09:30am start.  

Sunday 28. …… 

JULY 2020 
 
Wednesday 1, Club Fish & Chip Ride – 
Simon Gough – 01179 734120. 
6:30pm meet at Starbucks/Greggs, 821 Bath 
Rd, Brislington, BS4 5NL, for a 6:45pm start to 
Whitstone’s, Shepton Mallet. 
 
Saturday 4, Club BBQ – Helen  
- 07885 . 

 
6NA, courtesy of Allan . Further details 
in June TREADS.  
 
Sunday 5. …… 
 
Thursday 9 to Sunday 12 July 2020 
AAMC CLUB WEEKEND BASH 
Nigel Dean - 01454 885343 - 07736 275406 - 
nigelwestdean@gmail.com 
Hotel: Y Talbot hotel in Tregaron, West Wales.  
As this hotel is now full, please see the list 
of alternative accommodation at the end of 
this edition of TREADS.  
If you are attending, please book your 
accommodation and let Nigel know. 
 
Wednesday 15, Club CYCLE Ride – Tony 

 – 07891  – 

6:30pm meet in Aust Village for a 6:45pm start. 
Let Tony know if you intend going. More details 
at the meeting point. 
 
Sunday 19. …… 
 
Sunday 26, Club Ride – Nigel B  
07788 . 
09:15am meet at Fa
F , for 09:30am 
start, to Exmoor. Expect 200 miles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:bullock.stu@gmail.com
mailto:nigelwestdean@gmail.com
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AUGUST 
 
Sunday 2, Club Ride – Nigel Dean – 
07736275406. 
09:15am meet at Cross Hands Hotel, Old 
Sodbury (A46 Nth from M4 j18) for 09:30 start. 
 
Thursday 6, Club Evening Ride – Jaimi  
– 07776 303657. 
6:30pm (18:30hrs) meet at , 

 BS4 5NL, for 6:45pm 
start. 
 
Sunday 9, Club Ride – Jim  – 07759 

. 
10am meet at F  

 BS39 6UB, for 10:15am 
start.  
 
Sunday 16, Club Ride – Paul  – 
07795 
09:15am start from S , 
BS , for 09:30am start. 
 
SEPTEMBER 2020 
 
Sunday 6. …… 
 
Wednesday 9th to Thursday 17th September, 
2020 AAMC CLUB FRANCE TO SPAIN 
BASH – Simon Gough 
Email simon.gough@finecal.co.uk 
Home tel. 0117 973 4120 
Mobile 07774 835025 
 
The France to Spain Club bash will be nine 
days (eight nights) away, riding through 
Western France, crossing into Spain for 3 
nights and then taking the ferry back from 
Santander. 
 
The hotels are: - 
Manoir de Beauvoir, Poitiers. 
http://manoirdebeauvoir.garrigae-resorts.fr/en/ 
Château des Reynats.  http://www.chateau-
hotel-perigord.com/English.phtml 
Les Jardins de Bakéa. 
http://www.bakea.fr/uk/index.php 
Hôtel Don Paco.  
https://hoteldonpacollanes.com/en/ 
 

These are brief details only, so please contact 
Simon if you would like further details or would 
like to attend and want a booking form. 
These trips are always great fun and those 
attending have a real hoot. The total 
anticipated mileage from door to door is about 
1300 so please bear in mind the serious side to 
the riding. 
 
Sunday 20, Club Ride – Alan  – 
07831  
09:15am Meet at 

 
Roundabout, junction of the A36 and A361. 
09:30am start. 
 
Sunday 27, Club Ride – Steve  

 
 

, for 09:45am 
start. 
 
OCTOBER 
 
Sunday 4, Club Ride – Andy  

 
 

, for 10:00am 
start. Another Airfield Landing. 
 
Sunday 11. …… 
 
 
Sunday 18, Club Ride – Jim  

 
 

, for 10:15 start. 
 
Sunday 25. …… 
 
 
NOVEMBER 
 
Sunday 1. …… 
 
Sunday 8, Club ‘Last of the Season’ Ride – 
Simon Gough – 01179 734120. 
10am meet at Starbucks/Greggs, 821 Bath Rd, 
Brislington, BS4 5NL, for 10:15am start. 
 

mailto:simon.gough@finecal.co.uk
http://manoirdebeauvoir.garrigae-resorts.fr/en/
http://www.chateau-hotel-perigord.com/English.phtml
http://www.chateau-hotel-perigord.com/English.phtml
http://www.bakea.fr/uk/index.php
https://hoteldonpacollanes.com/en/
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Saturday 21. P&G Club Celebration Dinner – 
Helen Chamberlain – 07885 578105. 
Riverside Inn, Saltford. Times to be confirmed. 
Application form in September TREADS. 
WANTED – Ride Leaders for 2020  
Helen Chamberlain.      
Mob: 07885 578105 
 
 
ALSO WANTED – Club ride/event reports.  
Just a few words in WORD, or email to 
editor@aamc.co.uk  I’ll sort out 
grammar/spelling/punctuation. It’s OUR club 
and we need to know what is happening. In 
order to associate – we need to 
communicate. – Stu Bullock, Editor 
 
OTHER 2020 EVENTS NEWS 
 
Tuesday 16 June, Castle Combe Track 
Training day, Eddy Lambah-Stoate - 
lambahstoate@aol.com 0777 920 6326 
The day is all about machine control and how this 

can save lives, enhance road safety and add to 

rider enjoyment. It’s NOT a normal track or race 

practice day, but about the physics of how our 

bikes work and how we as riders can influence 

outcomes. Instruction comes from Castle Combe’s 

dedicated team. Cost £135. Can I please ask you to 

let me know your interest as soon as possible? 

Eddy. 

Saturday 4 to Sunday 5 July, BMF EVENT 
National Road Rally 
nationalroadrally.co.uk 
 
Sunday 5 July 2020 
Alan Mossman Memorial Ride, charity 
event. 
Contact Total Triumph, Taunton, 01823 
358899, www.ttaltriumph.co.uk 
31 July – 2 August 2020; The 46th Annual 
Gloucestershire Vintage & Country 
Extravaganza, South Cerney Airfield, 
Cirencester. 
The South-West's largest festival of vintage 
transport. 
The Extravaganza is organised by the Stroud 
Vintage Transport and Engine Club 
(S.V.T.E.C). This non-profit making 

organisation raises money for national and 
local charities. 
For further information, please visit: 
www.glosvintageextravaganza.co.uk 
Tewkesbury Classic Vehicle Festival – 
Sunday 23 August 2020 
The Rotary Club of Tewkesbury stage their 
popular Classic Vehicle Festival at Tewkesbury 
School Playing Fields, Ashchurch Road, 
Tewkesbury GL20 8DF. 
General public admission tickets are now 
available priced £5.00 (on the gate price 
£7.50). Children under 12 years old go 
free. http://tewkesburycvf.org or 01242 572573 
Please note: Dogs are not permitted on site. 
 
BMF DISCOUNT CODE. 
 
Code for 2020 – CLB20FMB 
Club members can use the above in 
conjunction with the Club Name, to receive 
discounts on advance tickets to all BMF rallies 
and events; discounts on Insurance and other 
BMF member benefits. 
 
TREADS - NEXT PUBLICATION DATE 
 
We endeavour to issue Treads on a regular 
basis during the third week of the month.  
Therefore, if you have any items to be 
published in the next TREADS, can you please 
ensure that they reach the editor at the latest 
by; 
 

MONDAY 6 APRIL 2020 
 
Contributions for Treads are always needed, 
whether they are motorcycle related or of 
general interest!   
 
Please don’t be shy, as I will be very pleased 
to accept articles for publication consideration, 
preferably in MICROSOFT WORD format. I will 
carry out a grammar/spell check. Please 
understand that submissions may be edited to 
fit available space.  
 
If you have a comment about anything you see 
or read in TREADS, please let me know and I’ll 
put those comments in TREADS. 
 

mailto:editor@aamc.co.uk
mailto:lambahstoate@aol.com
about:blank
http://tewkesburycvf.org/
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Please submit photo’s as separate JPEG files, 
not embedded in the text.  
 
We publish articles for the benefit of 
members – none are an endorsement or 
recommendation unless explicitly stated.  
You must make up your own mind if you 
think something is suitable for you. 
 
Stu Bullock. 
 
E-mail   editor@aamc.co.uk 

Nigel Deans west Wales Bash – 
Additional Accommodation 

 
The Y Talbot Hotel, Nigel’s base for the 
weekend is now full. The owners have kindly 
provided details of alternative accommodation, 
should you wish to attend. Once you have 
booked, please let Nigel know so that he can 
email everyone attending in one email. 
                      
Nant Yr Onnen 
Located about 500 yards up the hill past the 
abattoir. One B&B room and also a barn that 
sleeps 4. 01974 299346  
 
Maes Y Felin 
50 yards from Y Talbot.  Two bedrooms. 
sleeps 4. Self-catering.  
Gwilym and Demelza 01974 251217 or 
07940 835428 
 
Brynteg 
About 7/8 minutes’ walk from Y Talbot. Sleeps 
up to 8 with 3 double and 1 twin bedrooms.  
tele 01974 298274 or 07815 764603, speak to 
Delyth Owen 
 
Dol Wen  Bronant  
 07792 134657                  Very nice B and B 
 
Brynarth 
Four-star guest house near Lledrod. Recently 
renovated. Evening meals available on prior 
request. Quiet rural location, v. comfortable. 
bookings@brynarth.co.uk 01974 261367 
 
 
 

Y Granar. Tan Yr Allt 
400 yards from Y Talbot on mountain road. 
Shepherd’s hut and Barn 
The Old Fire Station, Chapel St. 
Newly refurbished. Owners Nigel & Jan. 
www.tregaronoldfirestation.co.uk 
0845 644 3862 or 07855 428791 
 
Other Accommodation 
New Inn Llandewi Brefi 
01974 298452 
 
Black lion Bont 
01974 831624 
Stags Head Caravan Park – Mara Crutchley 
Mara has two 6-berth static caravans available 
for rent. 
Tel: 07540429768  Email: 
marisia1279@yahoo.co.u 
 
Committee meeting, Wednesday 12th 
February 2020 at 7:30pm at the New Inn, 
Farmborough 
 

Present: Simon Gough, Jaimie & Sandra Fry, 
Helen Chamberlain, Nigel Dean, Keith White, 
Jim Watkin 
 
Apologies for absence: Stuart Bullock, Al 
Matthews, Paul Batcheler, Chris Kearns, Tony 
Walmsley 
 
1. Bank balance & member numbers 
 

In anticipation of his absence, Tony sent an 
e-mail covering: 
 

a. The bank balance as of 11/02/20 was 
£4,477.50. 

b. Membership renewals up to 11/2/20: 
 

i. 68 members have renewed (inc 3 
new members this year). 

ii. 5 Pending - Last chased by email 
01/02/20. 

iii. 11 Not renewed - reasons given 
for leaving: 
Passed away earlier in 2019 - 
notified via Simon in Autumn 
2019. 

mailto:editor@aamc.co.uk
mailto:bookings@brynarth.co.uk
http://www.tregaronoldfirestation.co.uk/
mailto:marisia1279@yahoo.co.u


 

Newsletter of Avon Advanced Motorcycle Club.  Page 14 

Only joined for Skills Course - 
came to 1st then not seen since. 
Joined with ****** and ******* so 
no surprise not re-joined as they 
have lapsed this year. 
I was only able to make a couple 
of rides last year but on one 
particular ride I felt that, despite 
having attained RoSPA Gold, my 
riding standard was not good 
enough to keep pace with other 
riders and I consider this 
presented an additional and 
unnecessary risk to others.  
'Personal circumstances'. 
Left the area. 
Advised they felt 'too old and 
slow'. 
Membership to be allowed to 
lapse due to 'life' issues. 
No response to email. 

 

c. Renewal process – in general it seems 
to have gone quite smoothly moving 
from a paper/postal system to 
digital, but I did have a couple of people 
who had a problem opening the word 
document and a couple of people who 
said it wasn’t so easy using a smart 
phone. It is difficult to cater for everyone 
from paper users to smart phones but 
happy to have feedback. One process I 
did think of was to send out the current 
membership details / renewal cost for 
each member by email and ask people 
to check/update and not send a renewal 
form at all, but that would involve more 
work for me.  

 
In Case of Emergency ICE details 

update – 50 members/pending have 
supplied their ICE details and 18 have 
not/declined 

 
d. Full membership details: spreadsheet 

list to be sent to Simon once I have 
finalised the 5 pending  
 

e. Accounts audit: Simon and I are 
signatories on the club account – I think 
one of the club members/committee 

should audit the accounts (this is really 
simple and just a case of inspecting my 
spreadsheet and the bank statements). 
It was agreed that a request for an 
auditor would be made at the 
forthcoming AGM and that Sandra 
would step in if no-one comes forward. 

 
2. Plug and Grub / curry night review 

 
There had been a good turnout for the Plug 
& Grub evening in November, including 
some of the more distant members 
attending. There had been good feedback 
regarding the venue, menu and the social 
event in general. It was agreed to try the 
Riverside at Saltford again this year. 
 
The curry night at the Mint Room in Bath 
earlier this week had a poor turnout. The 
food was very good but the price may have 
dissuaded some people. There was a 
discussion about changing the venue, or 
even the style of restaurant. Members 
attending the AGM will be asked for any 
preferences. 

 
3. 2020 Diary 
 

This is in progress and will be followed up 
at the AGM. 
Alan Webber has asked if the club would 
like another BBQ this year, possibly in 
July? 

 
4. AGM – committee positions 
 

Keith will be stepping down as Vice 
Chairman. Adan Cridge is to take on the 
role. 
 
Al Matthews will also be steeping down due 
to an inability to attend events / rides / 
committee meetings. He feels that he 
cannot represent the club. A replacement 
for the general committee member post will 
be sought at the AGM. 
 
It is not known what Paul’s thoughts are. 
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Other committee members are happy to 
continue. 
 
Simon will send Jim Adan’s email details 
[work address to be used] 

 
5. Skills Development Course 
 

There have been no applications yet, 
although it is somewhat early. The course 
will start at the end of March.  

 
6. Devitt Insurance proposal 

 
There was no new information. The item 
will be dropped from the agenda.  

7. Bike safe & Biker Down events 
 
There are no details of local Bikesafe 
events on their web site. 
  
Chris will advise on Biker Down events 
later as there was no info yet. 

 
8. Club literature 

 
Al had sent Simon revised literature in PDF 
format. As Al does not wish to discuss this 
further Simon will send the files to Nigel to 
try and convert them into an editable 
format.  

 
9. Update on 2020 bashes 

 
2020 Bashes: Stuart has booked North 
Wales for 5-8th June. 6 – 8 people are likely 
to go. 
 
Nigel’s trip to West Wales is sorted. The 
hotel is full but others may have booked 
their own accommodation independently. 
 
Simon plans on going to Spain via France 
in September have hit a major snag with all 
the preferred ferry options being fully 
booked.  Work is in progress to try and 
resolve this. 
 
Thoughts for 2021 are possibly 
Champagne region & 2022 possibly 

Chamonix area as it is many years since 
the club went there.  

 
10. View from the saddle 
 

Adan will replace Al. The schedule is: 
 
February - Jaimie 
March - Helen 
April - Keith 
May - Adan 
June - Chris 
July - Simon 
August - Jim 
September - Andy B 
October - Tony 
November - Nigel D 

11. AOB 
 
Stu had sent an e mail regarding the listing of 
club events and non – club events in Treads. 
They are currently on one list but in different 
colours. It was agreed to have two columns as 
Stu had suggested this and it will not cause 
him any extra work. 
 
Date of next meeting – AGM on Wednesday 
26th Feb at the New Inn, Farmborough 7:30pm 
 
Date of next committee meeting – Wednesday 
1st April at the New Inn, Farmborough 7:30pm 
 
Meeting closed at 9:15pm 
 
 
ARTIVERT (Or is it an ADVARTICLE?) 
 

Dear BMF Club Member. We are keen 

motorcyclists who have opened holiday 

apartments in a glorious part of the UK for 

motorcycling Carmarthenshire, in south west 

Wales. We'd be delighted to provide a warm 

welcome to any of your club members. What 

we can offer is Bright, spacious and 

comfortable newly renovated self-catering 

apartments. 

What's available 

One self-catering first floor 1-bedroom 

apartment for 2 people (double bed) - ready 
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now.  Cost: £60 per night per apartment.  

Minimum 2 nights. 

One self-catering first floor 1-bedroom 

apartment for 2 people (twin beds) - ready in 

April. Cost: £60 per night per apartment. 

Minimum 2 nights. 

One self-catering ground floor 2-bedroom 

apartment (1 king, + twin beds) - ready end 

August. 

One self-catering ground floor 2-bedroom 

apartment (1 double, + twin beds) - ready end 

2020. 

More info or to book  

Best regards 

Penny Thomson 0787 653 1370 

Sannan Court Holidays 

Sannan Court 

Llanyfynydd 

Carmarthenshire SA32 7TQ 

www.sannancourtholidays.uk   

sannancourt@gmail.com 
 

https://www.sannancourtholidays.uk/
mailto:sannancourt@gmail.com
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